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53-7-316

PUBLIC SAFETY

53-7-316.

Effect of part on state and local provision.

(1) This part supersedes all other conflicting state laws or rules concerning
LPG as regulated under this part.
(2) A municipality or other political subdivision may not adopt or enforce
any ordinance or rule in conflict with this part, or with the rules made under
this part.
History: C. 1953, 63-29a-112, enacted by
L. 1987, ch. 164, § 12; renumbered by L.
1993, ch. 234, § 338.
Amendment Notes. - The •1993 amendment, effective July 1, 1993, renumbered this

section, which formerly appeared as § 63-29a112, made two stylistic changes in Subsection
(2), and substituted "part" for "chapter"
throughout the section.

CHAPTER 8
UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL
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See Section 63-55-253.5 for the repeal date of this chapter.
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- Suspension or revocation Utah-based interstate commercial motor carriers.
Safety inspection required Safety inspection certificate required - Out of state permits.
Safety inspection - Station requirements Permits not
transferable - Certificate of inspection - Fees - Unused certificates - Suspension or revocation of permits.
Falsely representing to be official
station or safety inspector.
Counterfeit certificates of inspection.
Inspection by officers - Certificate of inspection.
Enforcement of inspection requirements.
Safety inspection of school buses
anil other vehicles.
Suspension of registration.
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53-8-103

PART l

UTAH HIGHWAY PATROL DIVISION
ADMINISTRATION
53-8-101.

Short title.

This chapter is known as the "Utah Highway Patrol Act.''
History: C. 1953, 53-8-101, enacted
1993, ch. 234, § 339.

53-8-102.

by L.
§

Effective Dates. - Laws 1993, ch. 234,
:~95 makes the act effective on July 1, 1993.

Definitions.

As used in this chapter:
(1) "Division" means the Utah Highway Patrol Division created in Section 53-8-103.
(2) "Highway Patrol" 1neans the Highway Patrol troopers employed
under Section 53-8-104.
(3) "Superintendent" means the director of the division, appointed under Section 53-8--103.
History: C. 1953, 53-8-102, enacted
1993, ch. 234, § 340.

53-8-103.

by L.
~

Effective Dates. - Laws 1993, ch. 234,
395 makes the act effective on ,July 1, 1993.

Utah Highway Patrol Division•--· Creation - Appointment of superintendent
- Powers -- Qualifications - Term - Compensation.

(1) There is created the Utah High way Patrol

Division.
(2) The director of the division shall be the superintendent appointed by the
commissioner with the approval of the governor.
(3) The superintendent is the executive and administrative head of the
division and shall be experienced in administration and posses8 additional
qualifications as determined by the commissioner.
(4) The superintendent acts under the supervision and control of the commissioner and may be removed frcm his position at the will of the commissioner.
(5) The superintendent shall receive compensation as provided by Title 67,
Chapter 19, Utah State Personnel Management Act.
History: L. 1941 (1st S.S.), ch. 14, § 1; C.
1943, 36-8-1; L. 1951 (1st S.S.}, ch. 8, § l; C.
1953, 27-10-1; renumbered by L. 1993, ~h.
234, § 341.
Amendment Notes. --- The 1993 amendment, effective July .l, 1993, renumbered this
section, which formerly appearPd as ~ 27-10-1,
added the Subgection (lJ designatic,n and
added Subsections l2) through (5), and rewTote
Subsection (1), which ,ead "There shall be a
state Highway Patrol under the supervision

and control of t.be commissioner of public
safety."
Sunset Act. - See Section 63-55-253.5 for
the repeal date of the Utah Highway Patrol
Division.
Cross-References.-·
Commissioner of public safety, § 53-1-107.
Disability leave for highway patrol members. § 67-19-27.
Retirement system for public safety employees, Title 4;), Chapter 4.
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Superintendent's

duties.

The superintendent shall:
(1) divide the state highways into sections for the purpose of patrolling
and policing;
(2) employ peace officers known as highway patrol troopers to patrol or
police the highways within this state and to enforce the state statutes as
required;
(3) establish ranks, grades, and positions in the Highway Patrol and
designate the authority and responsibility in each rank, grade, and position;
(4) establish for the Highway Patrol standards and qualifications and
fix prerequisites of training, education, and experience for each rank,
grade, and position;
(5) appoint personnel to each rank, grade, and position necessary for
the efficient operation and administration of the Highway Patrol;
(6) devise and administer examinations designed to test applicants for
positions with the Highway Patrol;
(7) make rules governing the Highway Patrol as appear to the superintendent advisable;
(8) discharge, demote, or temporarily suspend any employee in the
Highway Patrol for cause;
(9) prescribe the uniforms to be worn and the equipment to be used by
employees of the Highway Patrol;
(10) charge against each employee of the Highway Patrol the value of
any property of the state lost or destroyed through the carelessness of the
employee;
(11) establish, with the approval of the Division of Finance, the terms
and conditions under which expense allowance should be paid to any
employee of the Highway Patrol while away from his station;
(12) station the Highway Patrol in localities as he finds advisable for
the enforcement of the laws of this state; and
(13) conduct in conjunction with the State Board of Education in and
through all state schools an educational campaign in highway safety and
work in conjunction with civic organizations, churches, local units of government, and other organizations that may function in accomplishing the
purposes of reducing highway accidents.
History: L. 1941 (1st S.S.), ch. 14, § 3; C.
1943, 36-8-3; L. 1951 (1st S.S.), ch. 8, § I; C.
1953, 27-10-2; renumbered by L. 1993, ch.
234, § 342.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment, effective July 1, 1993, renumbered this
section, which formerly appeared as § 27-10-2,

and rewrote the section, making numerous
subsection redesignations and other stylistic
changes.
Cross-References. - Division of Finance,
§ 63A-3-101 et seq.
State Board of Education, § 53A-1-101 et
seq.
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53-8-105

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Determination
of rank upon reinstatement.
It was proper, under the terms of this section, for the Highway Patrol Civil Service
Commission to order, upon suspension of an
officer, that he should be reinstated if he could
show his rehabilitation from alcoholism and

that his rank upon reinstatement should be determined by the commissioner of public safety;
it was not necessary that the commission itself
make the determination of rank. Helm v. Utah
State Hwy. Patrol Civil Serv. Comm'n, 556
P.2d 210 (Utah 1976).

COLLATERAL RKF'ERENCES
C.J.S. --- 39A C.J.S. Highways § 161 et seq.
Key Numbers. - Highways ~- 93 et seq.

53-8-105.

Duties of Highway Patrol.

In addition to the duties in this chapter, the Highway Patrol shall:
(1) enforce the state laws and rules governing use of the state highways;
(2) regulate traffic on all highways and roads of the state;
(3) assist the governor in an emergency or at other times at his discretion;
(4) issue and deny overweight and oversize permits as provided in Sections 27-12-154 and 27-12-155;
(5) inspect certain vehicles to determine road worthiness and safe condition as provided in Section 41--6-148.31;
(6) upon request, assist with any condition of unrest existing or developing on a campus or related facility of an institution of higher education;
(7) assist the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission in an emergency
to enforce the state liquor laws;
(8) provide security and protection for both houses of the Legislature
while in session as the speaker of the House of Representatives and the
president of the Senate finds necessary; and
(9) carry out the following for the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeals:
(a) provide security and protection to those courts when in session
in the capital city of the state;
(b) execute orders issued by the courts; and
(c) carry out duties as directed by the courts.
History: L. 1941 (1st S.S.), ch. 14, § 5; C.
1943, 36-8-5; L. 1975, ch. 72, § 1; 1983, ch.
329, § 1; 1988, ch. 152, § 13; C. 1953, 27-10-4;
renumbered hy L. 1993, ch. 234, § 343.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment, effective July 1, 199a, renumbered this
section, which formerly appeared as § 27-10-4;
revised the subsection designations; added "In
addition to the duties in this chapter" to the
introductory language; rewrote present Sub-

section (3), which read "respond to the call of
the governor for emergency or other purposes
at his discretion, and to the call of"; added Subsections (4), (5), and (6); inserted "assist" at the
beginning of present Subsection (7); and made
stylistic changes.
Cross-References. - State Boating Act enforcement, § 73-18-20.
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COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 39A C.J.S. Highways § 170.
Key Numbers. - Highways <IP>96(1).

Utah Law Review. - The State University's Place Among Overlapping Police Jurisdictions During a Student Mass Disturbance,
1971 Utah L. Rev. 474.

53-8-106.

Vested with powers of peace officers.

(1) The commissioner, superintendent, and each member of the Highway
Patrol have the powers of peace officers in each county of the state with the
exception of the power to serve civil process.
(2) They may serve criminal process, arrest and prosecute violators of any
law of this state, and have the same right as other peace officers to require aid
in executing their duties.
(3) The powers and duties conferred upon the superintendent and members
of the Highway Patrol are supplementary to and not a limitation on the
powers and duties of other peace officers in the state.
History: L. 1941 (1st S.S.), ch. 14, § 6; C.
1943, 36-8-6; L. 1951 (1st S.S.), ch. 8, § 1; C.
1953, 27-10-5; renumbered by L. 1993, ch.
234, § 344.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment, effective July 1, 1993, renumbered this

section, which formerly appeared as§ 27-10-5;
added the subsection designations; and in Subsection (1), deleted "of public safety" after
"commissioner," inserted "superintendent," deleted "state" before "Highway Patrol," and
made several stylistic changes.

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 39A C.J.S. Highways § 157.
Key Numbers. - Highways ec> 95(1).

53-8-107.

Cooperation

with other officers.

To secure information in order to achieve greater success in prevention and
detection of crime and apprehension of criminals, the Highway Patrol shall
cooperate and exchange information with:
(1) any other departments of the state;
(2) other law enforcement agencies, both within and outside this state;
and
(3) federal law enforcement agencies.
History: L. 1941 (1st S.S.), ch. 14, § 7; C.
1943, 36-8-7; C. 1953, 27-10-6; renumbered
by L. 1993, ch. 234, § 345.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment, effective July 1, 1993, renumbered this
section, which formerly appeared as§ 27-10-6;
substituted the language before "Highway Patrol" in the introductory paragraph for "The

state"; added the subsection designations; substituted "law enforcement agencies" for "police
forces" in Subsection (2); and substituted "law
enforcement agencies" for "police forces, to secure information in order to achieve greater
success in prevention and detection of crime
and apprehension of criminals" in Subsection
(3).
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PART 2
MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY INSPECTION
53-8-201.

Short title.

This part is known as the "Motor Vehicle Safety Inspection Act."
History: C. 1953, 53-8-201, enacted by L.
1993, ch. 234, § 346.

Effective

Dates. -

Laws 1993, ch. 234,

§ 395 makes the act effective on July 1, 1993.

53-8-202. Definitions.
(1) The definitions in Section 41-6-1 apply to this part.
(2) As used in this part, "council" means the Safety Inspection Advisory
Council created in Section 53-8-203.
History: C. 1953, 53-8-202, enacted by L.
1993, ch. 234, § 347.

53-8-203.

Effective

Dates. -

Laws 1993, ch. 234,

§ 395 makes the act effective on July 1, 1993.

Council created - Members - Term - Meetings
- Duties.

(1) There is created within the division the Motor Vehicle Safety Inspection
Advisory Council.
(2) (a) The council is comprised of six members.
(b) The governor shall appoint with the advice and consent of the Senate the following members:
(i) one representative from the Department of Commerce with experience in consumer protection administration;
(ii) two representatives from motor vehicle mechanics and motor
vehicle repair business owners;
(iii) one member of the motoring public with no former or current
affiliation with the motor vehicle sales, repair, or fuel industry or its
regulation;
(iv) one peace officer with experience in motor vehicle law enforcement; and
(v) one representative of the staff ofthe attorney general who shall
serve without voting privileges.
(3) Each member of the council shall:
(a) be selected on a nonpartisan basis;
(b) be appointed by the governor; and
(c) have been a legal resident of the state for at least one year immediately preceding the date of appointment.
(4) The initial council shall be appointed by July 1, 1993, as follows:
(a) two members shall be appointed for two-year terms;
(b) two members shall be appointed for three-year terms; and
(c) two members shall be appointed for four-year terms.
(5) (a) Members serve from the date of appointment until a replacement is
appointed.
(b) Upon expiration of the term of a council member, the governor shall
appoint the replacement member to serve a term of four years beginning
the day following the expiration of the preceding term.
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(6) The council shall elect its own chair and vice-chair at its first regular
meeting each calendar year.
(7) All meetings of the council shall be called by the superintendent of the
highway patrol as needed.
(8) Any three voting members constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business that comes before the council.
(9) The members of the council do not receive compensation but may receive travel expenses as determined by the Division of Finance.
(10) The council shall:
(a) hear appeals of administrative actions regarding the suspension or
revocation of safety inspection station permits and safety inspector certificates;
(b) advise the division on interpretation, adoption, and implementation
of motor vehicle safety inspection standards; and
(c) advise the division on other motor vehicle safety inspection issues
as requested by the superintendent.
(11) In conducting appeal hearings on the suspension or revocation of any
safety inspection station permit or safety inspector certificate the council may:
(a) compel the attendance of witnesses by subpoena;
(b) require the production of any records or documents determined by it
to be pertinent to the subject matter of the hearing; and
(c) apply to the district court of the county where the hearing is held for
an order citing any applicant or witness for contempt and for failure to
attend, testify, or produce required documents.
History: C. 1953, 41-6-160.5, enacted by L.
1969, ch. 115, § 2; 1987,ch. 161, § 145; 1989,
ch. 225, § 11; 1992, ch. 234, § 56; 1993, ch.
26, § 2; renumbered by L. 1993, ch. 234,
§ 348.
Amendment Notes. - The 1992 amendment, effective April 26, 1992, substituted
"Motor Vehicle Enforcement Division" for "motor vehicle dealers administration" in Subsection (l)(a) and made a stylistic change.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 26, effective
July 1, 1993, rewrote this section, changing the
membership of the council and the membership requirements and terms, deleting provisions for a hearing board, and defining the role
of the council.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 234, effective
July 1, 1993, renumbered this section, which
formerly appeared as § 41-6-160.5, and rewrote the section, adding subsection designations, redesignating subsections, adding lan-

guage in Subsection (1), and adding Subsection
(4).

This section is set out as reconciled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
Compiler's Notes. - This section was renumbered as § 41-6-155.1 by L. 1993, ch. 26,
§ 2, but § 12 of that act provided that the section was to be renumbered as § 53-8-203 if ch.
234, which also renumbered this section as
§ 53-8-203, passed at the 1993 session.
Laws 1993, ch. 26, § 12(1)(a) directs that
"department," when used in this section to
refer to the "Department of Public Safety," be
deleted and "division" inserted in its place.
Laws 1993, ch. 26, § 12(2) directs that in
Subsection (1) of this section, as amended by
ch. 234, "to hear appeals of administrative actions regarding the suspension or revocation of
an official inspection station license" be deleted.

•
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53-8-204

53-8-204. Division duties - Official inspection stations Permits - Fees - Suspension or revocation Utah-based interstate commercial motor carriers.
(1) The division shall:

(a) conduct examinations of every safety inspection station permit applicant and safety inspector certificate applicant to determine whether
the applicant is properly equipped and qualified to make safety inspections;
(b) issue safety inspection station permits and safety inspector certificates to qualified applicants;
(c) establish application, renewal, and reapplication fees in accordance
with Section 63-38-3 for safety inspection station permits and safety inspector certifica~es;
(d) provide instructions and all necessary forms, including safety inspection certificates, to safety inspection stations for the inspection of
motor vehicles and the issuance of the safety inspection certificates;
(e) charge a $1 fee for each safety inspection certificate;
(f) investigate complaints regarding safety inspection stations and
safety inspectors;
(g) compile and publish all applicable safety inspection laws, rules,
instructions, and standards and distribute them to all safety inspection
stations and provide updates to the compiled laws, rules, instructions, and
standards as needed;
(h) establish a fee in accordance with Section 63-38-3 to cover the cost
of compiling and publishing the safety inspection laws, rules, instructions, and standards and any updates; and
(i) assist the council in conducting its meetings and hearings.
(2) (a) Receipts from the fees established in accordance with Subsection (1)
are fixed collections to be used by the division for all expenses of the Utah
Highway Patrol incurred under this section.
(b) Funds received in excess of these expenses shall be deposited in the
Transportation Fund.
(3) The division may:
(a) before issuing a safety inspection permit, require an applicant,
other than a fleet station or government station, to file a bond that will
provide a guarantee that the applicant safety inspection station will
make compensation for any damage to a motor vehicle during an inspection or adjustment due to negligence on the part of an applicant or his
employees;
(b) establish procedures governing the issuance of safety inspection
certificates to Utah-based interstate commercial motor carriers; and
(c) suspend, revoke, or refuse renewal of any safety inspection station
permit issued when the division finds that the safety inspection station is
not:
(i) properly equipped; or
(ii) complying with rules made by the division; and
(d) suspend, revoke, or refuse renewal of any safety inspection station
permit or safety inspector certificate issued when the station or inspector
has violated any safety inspection law or rule.
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(4) The division shall maintain a record of safety inspection station permits
and safety inspector certificates issued, suspended, revoked, or refused renewal under Subsection (3)(c).
(5) In accordance with Title 63, Chapter 46a, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the division shall make rules:
(a) setting minimum standards covering the design, construction, condition, and operation of motor vehicle equipment for safely operating a
motor vehicle on the highway;
(b) establishing motor vehicle safety inspection procedures to ensure a
motor vehicle can be operated safely;
(c) establishing safety inspection station building, equipment, and personnel requirements necessary to qualify to perform safety inspections;
(d) establishing age, training, examination, and renewal requirements
to qualify for a safety inspector certificate;
(e) establishing requirements:
(i) designed to protect consumers from unwanted or unneeded repairs or adjustments;
(ii) for maintaining safety inspection records;
(iii) for providing reports to the division; and
(iv) for maintaining and protecting safety inspection certificates;
(f) establishing procedures for a motor vehicle that fails a safety inspection;
(g) setting bonding amounts for safety inspection stations if bonds are
required under Subsection (3)(a); and
(h) establishing procedures for a safety inspection station to follow if
the station is going out of business.
(6) The rules of the division:
(a) shall conform as nearly as practical to federal motor vehicle safety
standards including 49 CFR 393, 396, 396 Appendix G, and Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 205; and
(b) may incorporate by reference, in whole or in part, the federal standards under Subsection (a) and nationally recognized and readily available standards and codes on motor vehicle safety.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 143; C. 1943,
57-7-220; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 13; 1961, ch. 86,
§ 1; 1969, ch. 115, § l; 1979, ch. 242, § 68;
1986, ch. 68, § 5; 1987, ch. 161, § 144; 1992,
ch. 11, § 1; 1993, ch. 26, § 3; C. 1953,
41-6-160; renumbered by L. 1993, ch. 234,
§ 349.
Amendment Notes. - The 1992 amendment, effective July 1, 1992, substituted "of $1
for each inspection certificate" for "to cover administration costs of this program" in Subsection (2)(a); substituted "are fixed collections to
be used by the department for all expenses" for
"shall be utilized by the department as a dedicated credit for expenses incurred in the administration" in Subsection (2)(b); substituted
"deposited in the Transportation Fund" for "allocated to other programs within the department as determined by the Legislature
through the annual appropriations act" in Subsection (2)(c); inserted Subsection (4)(b)(ii),

making a related stylistic change; deleted
"conducted" from the end of Subsection
(4)(b)(i); substituted "a record of permits issued" for "at its office lists of all stations holding permits and of those whose permits have
been" in Subsection (4)(c); substituted "permit"
for "license" in Subsection (5)(a); and made stylistic changes.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 26, effective
July 1, 1993, rewrote this section, specifying
the duties and authority of the division, deleting the Safety Inspection Section as the group
for which expenses may be paid from fees, deleting the requirements for termination of certificates or unused certificates, and specifying
the rules of the division.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 234, effective
July 1, 1993, renumbered this section, which
formerly appeared as § 41-6-160, and rewrote
the section to such an extent that a detailed
analysis is impracticable.
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This section is set out as recontiled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
Compiler's Notes. -- This section was renumbered as § 41-6-155.2 by L. 1993, ch. 26,
§ 2, but § 12 of that act provided that the section was to be renumbered as § 58-8-204 if L.

53-8-205.

53-8-205

1998, ch. 284, which also renumbered this section as § 58-8-204, passed at the 1998 session.
Laws 1998, ch. 26, § 12(1)(a) directs that
"department," when used in this section to
refer to the "Department of Public Safety," be
replaced by "division.''

Safety inspection required
Safety inspection
certificate required - Out of state permits.

(1) (a) Except as provided in Subsection (b), a person may not operate on a
highway a motor vehicle required to be registered in this state unless the
motor vehicle has passed a safety inspection.
(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to:
(i) vehicles exempt from registration under Section 41-la-205; and
(ii) off-highway vehicles.
(2) The safety inspection shall:
(a) be made at least once each year;
(b) be made by a safety inspector certified by the division at a safety
inspection station authorized by the division; and
(c) cover an inspection of the motor vehicle mechanism, brakes, and
equipment to ensure proper adjustment and condition as required by department rules.
(3) A safety inspection station shall issue a safety inspection certificate to
the owner of each motor vehicle that passes a safety inspection under this
section.
(4) The division may:
(a) authorize the acceptance in this state of a safety inspection certificate issued in another state having a safety inspection law similar to this
state; and
(b) extend the time within which a safety inspection certificate must be
obtained by the resident owner of a vehicle that was not in this state
during the time a safety inspection was required.
Hisiory: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 141; C. 1943,
57-7-218; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 12; 1967, ch. 95,
§ 1; 1975, ch. 122, § I; 1978, ch. 14, § 1; 1979,
ch. 242, § 67; 1986, ch. 68, § 3; 1990, ch. 219,
§ 17; 1992, ch. 1, § 191; 1993, ch. 26, § 6; C.
1953, 41-6-158; renumbered
by L. 1993, ch.
234, § 350.
Amendment
Notes. -- The 1990 amendment, effective April 28, 1990, redesignated
former Subsections (a) to (e) as Subsections (1)
to (5); substituted "section" for "subsection" at
the end of Subsection \2); inserted "in accordance with Chapter 46a, Title 68, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act" in Subsection (3J;
deleted "street or" before "highway" and substituted "Subsection 41-1-20.5(8)" for "Subsection 41-l-20.5(5l" in Subsection (5); and made
related and stylistic changes.
The 1992 amendment, effective January 80,
1992, substituted "safety inspection certificate" for "certificate of inspection" and "safety

inspection" for "inspection" throughout the section; substituted the present code citation in
Subsection (5) for "Subsection 41-1-20.5(3)";
and made stylistic changes.
The 1998 amendment by ch. 26, effective
,July 1, 1998, deleted former Subsections (1),
(2), and (8), requiring yearly safety inspection
certificates, specifying the scope of the re-•
quired inspection, and allowing the division to
establish rules for administration and enforcement; added Subsections (1), (2), and (8); subdivided Subsection (4); substituted "must" for
"shall" in Subsection (4)(b); deleted former
Subsection (5), permitting an exemption under
Section 41-la-205; and made stylistic changes.
'I'he 1998 amendment by ch. 284, effective
July 1, 1998, renumbered this section, which
formerly appeared as § 41-6-158, made the
same changes as Laws 1998, ch. 26, and made
stylistic changes.
This section is set out as reconciled by the
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Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
Compiler's Notes. - Laws 1993, ch. 26,
§ 12(1)(a) directs that "department," when

used in this section to refer to the "Department
of Public Safety," shall be replaced by "division."

NOTES TO DECISIONS
Constitutionality.
This section does not violate the Fourth or
Fourteenth Amendments of the federal Constitution. State v. Christensen, 639 P.2d 205
(Utah 1981), appeal dismissed, 459 U.S. 802,
103 S. Ct. 24, 74 L. Ed. 2d 40 (1982).

Statutes requiring a driver's license, proper
vehicle registration, and safety inspection did
not unconstitutionally deprive defendant of
any claimed "right of locomotion," due process,
or equal protection of the laws. State v. Stevens, 718 P.2d 398 (Utah 1986).

COLLATERAL REFERENCES
Am. Jur. 2d. - 7A Am. Jur. 2d Automobiles and Highway Traffic § 202.
C.J.S. - 60A C.J.S. Motor Vehicles § 248.
A.L.R. - Liability for negligence in carry-

53-8-206.

ing out governmentally required inspection of
motor vehicle, 70 A.L.R.3d 1239.
Key Numbers. - Automobiles ¢=> 147.

Safety inspection - Station requirements - Permits not transferable - Certificate of inspection
- Fees - Unused certificates - Suspension or
revocation of permits.

(1) The safety inspection required under Section 53-8-205 may only be performed:
(a) by a person certified by the division as a safety inspector; and
(b) at a safety inspection station with a valid safety inspection station
permit issued by the division.
(2) A safety inspection station permit may not be assigned or transferred or
used at any location other than a designated location, and every safety inspection station permit shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the location
designated.
(3) If required by the division, a record and report shall be made of every
safety inspection and every safety inspection certificate issued.
(4) A safety inspection station holding a safety inspection station permit
issued by the division may charge:
(a) a $1 fee as reimbursement for the safety inspection certificate fee;
and
(b) a reasonable foe for labor in performing safety inspections, not to
exceed:
(i) $5 or less for motorcycles;
(ii) unless Subsection (i) or (iii) apply, $9 or less for motor vehicles;
or
(iii) $12 or less for 4-wheel drive, split axle, and any motor vehicles
that necessitate disassembly of front hub or removal of rear axle for
inspection.
(5) A safety inspection station may return unused safety inspection certificates in a quantity of ten or more and shall be reimbursed by the division for
the cost of the safety inspection certificates.
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(6) (a) Upon receiving notice of the suspension or revocation of a safety
inspection station permit, the safety inspection station permit holder
shall immediately terminate all safety inspection activities and return all
safety inspection certificates and the safety inspection station permit to
the division.
(b) The division shall issue a receipt for all unused safety inspection
certificates.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 144; C. 1943,
57-7-221; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 14; 1961, ch. 88,
§ 1;1967,ch.95,§
2;1971,ch.101,§
l; 1977,
ch. 168, § 1; 1986, ch. 68, § 6; 1992, ch. 11,
§ 2; 1993, ch. 26, § 7; C. 1953, 41-6-161; renumbered by L. 1993, ch. 234, § 351.
Amendment Notes. - The 1992 amendment, effective July 1, 1992, redesignated former Subsections (a) through (d) as Subsections
(1) through (4); substituted "permit" for "license" in two places in Subsection (1); rewrote
Subsection (3); and made stylistic changes.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 26, effective
July 1, 1993, added present Subsection (1); inserted "safety inspection station" in present
Subsection (2); deleted the former first sentence of present Subsection (3), requiring the
operator of a station to issue a certificate; subdivided Subsection (4); inserted "unless Subsection (i) or (iii) apply" and substituted "motor
vehicles" for "passenger cars and ¼ ton pickup
trucks" in Subsection (4)(b)(ii); substituted
"any motor vehicles" for "larger trucks" i![
Subsection (4)(b)(iii); added Subsection (6); and
made stylistic changes.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 234, effective

53-8-207.

July 1, 1993, renumbered this section, which
formerly appeared as § 41-6-161; made the
same changes as Laws 1993, ch. 26; in Subsection (2), substituted "safety" for "permit for an
official" near the beginning of the subsection
and inserted "permit"; rewrote Subsection (3);
in Subsection (4), rewrote the introductory
paragraph, which read "Official inspection stations holding a permit issued by the Department of Public Safety may charge," and inserted "safety" in Subsection (a); and in Subsection (5), substituted "A safety inspection
station" for "Official inspection stations," inserted "safety" before "inspection certificates,"
and inserted "safety inspection" before "certificates" near the end of the subsection.
This section is set out as reconciled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
Compiler's Notes. - Laws 1993, ch. 26,
§ 12(1)(a) directs that "department,"
when
used in this section to refer to the "Department
of Public Safety," be replaced by "division";
§ 12(1)(e) directs that "41-6-158" in Subsection
(1) be replaced by "53-8-205."

Falsely representing
safety inspector.

to be official

station

or

(1) A person may not in any manner represent any place as a safety inspection station unless the station is operating under a valid permit issued by the
division.
(2) A person may not issue a safety inspection certificate unless the person:
(a) is a safety inspector certified by the division;
(b) is operating under a valid safety inspection station permit issued by
the division; and
(c) performs the safety inspection on the motor vehicle in compliance
with Section 53-8-205.
(3) An unauthorized person may not knowingly possess safety inspection
certificates.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 145; C. 1943,
57-7-222; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 15; 1979, ch. 242,
§ 69; 1993, ch. 26, § 8; C. 1953, 41-6-162; renumbered by L. 1993, ch. 234, § 352.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment by ch. 26, effective July 1, 1993, redesignated former Subsections (a) and (b) as Subsec-

tions (1) and (2) and subdivided those subsections, substituted
"may not" for "shall"
throughout, substituted "the person" for "then
holding" in Subsection (2), added Subsections
(2)(a), (b), and (c), and made stylistic changes.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 234, effective
July 1, 1993, renumbered this section, which
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formerly appeared as § 41-6-162, and rewrote
the section, redesignating subsections, and
making several stylistic changes.
This section is set out as reconciled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.

53-8-208.

Compiler's Notes. - Laws 1993, ch. 26,
§ 12(1)(a) directs that "department," when
used in this section to refer to the "Department
of Public Safety," be replaced by "division";
§ 12(1)(f) directs that "41-6-158" in Subsection
(2)(c) be replaced by "53-8-205."

Counterfeit certificates

of inspection.

(1) A person may not make, issue, or knowingly use any imitation or counterfeit of a safety inspection certificate.
(2) A person may not present or cause or permit to be presented any safety
inspection certificate knowing the certificate to be fictitious, issued for another motor vehicle, or issued without a safety inspection having been made
and passed.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 146; C. 1943,
57-7-223; L. 1986, ch. 68, § 7; 1993, ch. 26,
§ 9; C. 1953, 41-6-163; renumbered by L.
1993, ch. 234, § 353.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment by ch. 26, effective July 1, 1993, redesignated former Subsections (a) and (b) as Subsections (1) and (2), deleted "in order to obtain or
renew the registration on any motor vehicle"
after "to be presented" and added "and passed"
in Subsection (2), and made stylistic changes.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 234, effective
July 1, 1993, renumbered this section, which

53-8-209. Inspection
tion.

formerly appeared as § 41-6-163, made the
same changes as Laws 1993, ch. 26, deleted
"official" before "inspection certificate" in Subsection (1), and made stylistic changes
throughout.
This section is set out as reconciled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
counsel.
Compiler's Notes. - Laws 1993, ch. 26,
§ 12(1)(a) directs that "department," when
used in this section to refer to the "Department
of Public Safety," be replaced by "division."

by officers -

Certificate of inspec-

(1) A peace officer may stop, inspect, and test a vehicle at any time upon
reasonable cause to believe that:
(a) a vehicle is unsafe or not equipped as required by law; or
(b) that its equipment is not in proper adjustment or repair.
(2) (a) (i) If a vehicle is found to be in unsafe condition or any required part
or equipment is not present or is not in proper repair and adjustment,
the officer shall give a written notice to the driver and shall send a
copy to the di vision.
(ii) The notice shall:
(A) require that the vehicle be placed in safe condition and its
equipment in proper repair and adjustment;
(B) specify the repairs and adjustments needed; and
(C) require that a safety inspection certificate be obtained
within five days.
(b) If a vehicle is, in the reasonable judgment of the peace officer, hazardous to operate, the peace officer may require that the vehicle:
(i) not be operated under its own power; or
(ii) be driven to the nearest garage or other place of safety.
(c) If the owner or driver does not comply with the notice requirements
and secure a safety inspection certificate within five days, the vehicle
may not be operated on the highways of this state.
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History: L. 1941, ch. 52, ~ 139; C. 1943,
57-7-216; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 10; 1979, ch. 242,
§ 66; 1993, ch. 26, § 4; C. 1953, 41-6-156; renumbered by L. 1993, ch. 234, § 354.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment by ch. 26, effective July 1, 1993, redesignated Subsections (a), (b), (c), and (d) as Subsections (1), (2)(a)(i), (2)(b), and (2)(c), respectively, and added the other subsection designations; deleted "The members of the state highway patrol or other" before "A peace officer"
and inserted "stop, inspect, and test a vehicle"
in Subsection (1); deleted the requirement that
a driver submit to inspection; substituted "repairs and adjustments needed" for "particulars
with
reference
thereto"
in Subsection
(2)(a)(ii)(B); inserted "require" in Subsection
(2)(a)(ii)(C); inserted '\o operate" in Subsection

53-8-210.

Enforcement

(2)(b); substituted "If the owner or driver does
not" for "Every owner or driver shall" and inserted "requirements" in Subsection (2)(c); and
made stylistic changes.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 234, effective
July 1, 1993, renumbered this section, which
formerly appeared as § 41-6-156, and rewrote
the section to such an extent that a detailed
analysis is impracticable.
This section is set out as reconciled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
Compiler's Notes. - Laws 1993, ch. 26,
§ 12(l)(a) directs that "department,"
when
used in this section to refer to the "Department
of Public Safety," be replaced by "division."
Cross-References. -· School districts' vehicles, inspection of, § 53-8-21L

of inspection

requirements.

(1) A person operating a vehicle shall submit the vehicle to a safety inspection when required to do so by a peace officer.
(2) (a) An owner or driver, upon receiving a notice as provided in Section
53-8-209, shall within five days secure a safety inspection certificate,
which shall be issued in duplicate, one copy to be retained by the owner or
driver and the other copy to be forwarded to the division.
(b) In lieu of compliance with this subsection, the vehicle may not be
operated, except as provided in Subsection (3).
(3) (a) A person may not operate any vehicle after receiving a notice from a
peace officer that the vehicle is in need of repair or adjustment, except
that a peace officer may allow the vehicle to be driven to the residence or
place of business of the owner or driver or to the nearest garage where
repairs are available if driving the vehicle is not excessively dangerous.
(b) The vehicle may not be operated again on the highways until its
equipment has been placed in proper repair and adjustment and otherwise conforms to the requirements of this part and Title 41, Chapter 6,
Traffic Rules and Regulations, and a safety inspection certificate is obtained as promptly as possible.
(4) If repair or adjustment of any vehicle or its equipment is necessary, the
owner of the vehicle may obtain repair or adjustment at any place he may
choose.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 140; C. Hl43,
57-7-217; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 11; 1993, ch. 26,
§ 5; C. 1953, 41-6-157; renumbered by L.
1993, ch. 234, § 355.
Amendment Notes. -- The 1993 amendment by ch. 26, effectiv'l July 1, 1993, rewrote
this section, redesignating former Subsections
(a), (b), (c), and (d) as Subsectior,s (1), (2), (3),
and (4) and subdividing Subsections (2) and (3),
substituting "safety inspection" for "inspection
and test" throughout, and deleting the requirement in Subsection (·1) that an official certificate of inspection be obtained before a vehicle

may be operated upon the highways if repair is
necessary.
The 1993 amendment by ch. 234, effective
,July L 1993, renumbered this section, which
formerly appeared as § 41-6-16, and rewrote
the section, adding subsection designations, renaming officers and departments, and making
stylistic changes.
This section is set out as reconciled by the
Office of Legislative Research and General
Counsel.
Compiler's Notes. - Laws 1993, ch. 26,
§ 12(1)(a) directs that "department,"
when
used in this section to refer to the "Department
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of Public Safety," be replaced by "division,"
and § 12(1)(d) directs that "chapter" in Subsection (3)(b) be replaced by "part."

53-8-211.

Safety inspection of school buses and other vehicles.

(1) The Highway Patrol shall safety inspect at least twice each school year
all school buses operated by the school districts and private schools of the
state for the transportation of students and cause to be removed from the
public highways any vehicle found to have mechanical or other defects endangering the safety of passengers and the public until the defects have been
remedied.
(2) Motor vehicles operated by private schools or school districts, and not
used for the transportation of students, are subject to Section 53-8-205.
History: C. 1953 (1st S.S.), ch. 12, § l; L.
1986, ch. 62, § 1; C. 1953, 41-7-3; renumbered by L. 1993, ch. 234, § 356.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment, effective July 1, 1993, renumbered this
section, which formerly appeared as § 41-7-3;
in Subsection (1), deleted "Department of Pub-

53-8-212.

Suspension

lie Safety shall require the safety inspection
section of the Utah" before "Highway Patrol"
and substituted "shall" for "to"; and in Subsection (2), deleted "the provisions of' before "Section" and substituted "53-8-205" for "41-6158."

of registration.

The State Tax Commission shall suspend the registration of any vehicle the
division determines is in an unsafe condition or which after notice and demand is not equipped as required in this part and Title 41, Motor Vehicles.
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 142; C. 1943,
57-7-219; L. 1955, ch. 71, § l; 1986, ch. 68,
§ 4; C. 1953, 41-6-159; renumbered by L.
1993, ch. 234, § 357.
Amendment Notes. - The 1993 amendment, effective July 1, 1993, renumbered this

section, which formerly appeared as § 41-6159, substituted "the division" for "which it,"
substituted "this part and Title 41, Motor Vehicles" for "this act," and made a stylistic
change.
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